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and initiated them. The Mantra satisfied their sentiments and
they were convinced that ere long they would form the nucleus
of a divine army. But there was in it all the tendency to get
misguided also. Some of them were very restive. They were
itching for some excitement to keep themselves and others
occupied with. Something flashy and arresting something
spectacular had to be done. Though Ganapati counselled
patience until such time as their mantra japa had acquired
efficacy, some of them began playing truant often and two or
three of them had actually given up studies 'to discharges
certain heavy responsibilities ordained by the Divine'. They
were impatient and clamoured for an action committee.
Ganapati nominated such a body. The members of the council
were restlessly moving about with the ostensible purpose of
attending to 'confidential tasks of great importance'.

Elders felt disturbed at the behaviour of these students.
Srinivasa and Venkatraman, the two sons of Sundara Pandya,
a contractor of Ami and Kittaji, his nephew, gave up their
studies. Sundara Pandya tried in vain to dissuade them from
their wrong course. They ran away from home. His nephew
created a scene by shouting some slogans. Sundara Pandya
had to bring him round by premising him that he would not
compel him to go to school. On hearing this, the other two
boys returned home. Ganapati knew they were'-intelligent
but they were under the charm of some cheap political
slogans. Sundara Pandya thought otherwise. He-believed
that the students were being led astray by Ganapati. Though
some friends tried to correct his wrong opinion about
Ganapati, Sundara Pandya was adamant. He complained to
the Christian Mission authorities against Ganapati. The chief
of the Mission decided to inspect unannounced, the classes
taught by Ganapati. The result was, the Missionary was
satisfied with the progress and conduct of the classes handled
by Ganapati.